
 
 
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Note: All meeting times are listed in Eastern Standard Time (EST). 
 

The following sessions will be recorded and made available to meeting registrants through the 
MRS website: Keynote and Invited Presentations, Navigating Clinical Partnership, and Hot 

Topics in Metastasis Research 



DAY 1: November 18th, 2025 
 
Opening Keynote 
8:00 am - 9:00 am Karin de Visser, Senior group leader at the Division of Tumor Biology & 

Immunology - Netherlands Cancer Institute, The Netherlands 
 
 
Session 1 – New Metastasis Treatments 
9:00 am - 9:45 am Invited Speaker 

Toni Celià-Terrassa, Group Leader of the Cancer Stem Cells & 
Metastasis Dynamics Lab - Hospital del Mar Medical Research Institute 
(IMIM), Spain 
Specific Immune-Evasive Cancer Cell States of Micrometastasis 
 
 

9:45 am - 10:30 am Selected abstracts 
Rene Jackstadt, Junior Group Leader - German Cancer Research 
Centre (DKFZ), Germany 
Deciphering and targeting plasticity in metastatic colorectal cancer 
 

   Hazel Quinn, Postdoc - EPFL, Switzerland 
BRD2 controls metastatic outgrowth of disseminated ER+ breast cancer 
cells 
 
Anna Yui, Postdoc – Tufts University, United States 
Doxorubicin-induced Fibroblast Activation and Pro-invasive Changes in 
ECM can be Suppressed by Nintedanib 

 
10:30 am - 11:00 am Break 
 
 
Session 2 – Metastasis Microenvironment 
11:00 am - 11:45 am Invited Speaker 

Mitchell Fane, Assistant Professor in the Cancer Signaling and 
Microenvironment Research Program – Fox Chase Cancer Center, 
United States 
 

 
11:45 am - 12:30 pm Selected Abstracts 

Thomas Hintelmann, PhD Candidate - University of Pittsburgh Hillman 
Cancer Center, United States 
Revealing Targetable Metabolic Vulnerabilities in Breast Cancer Liver 
Metastasis 
 
Apostolos Panagiotis Nikolakopoulos, PhD Candidate - VIB-KU 
Leuven Centre for Cancer Biology, Belgium 
Spatiotemporal optical barcoding identifies polyclonal synergism as driver 
for lymph node metastasis. 

 



Jonathan Rennhack, Assistant Professor - Loyola University of Chicago, 
United States 
TCF/Lef transcription factor specificity is induced by sites of metastasis in 
colorectal cancer 
 
 

Panel Session 1 - Navigating Clinical Partnership 
12:30 pm - 1:30 pm Jamie LaScala, Co-leader of the Translational Breast Cancer Research 

Consortium (TBCRC) Patient Advocate Working Group 
Davis Moore, Pharmacy Manager at the University of Utah 
Josh Newby, Founder of Theresa’s Research Foundation 
Marisol Soengas, Group Leader at Spanish National Cancer Research 
Centre (CNIO) 
 

1:30 pm  Closing remarks 
 
 
 
 
DAY 2: November 19th, 2025 
 
Session 3 – Immunology of Metastasis 
2:00 pm - 2:45 pm Invited speaker 

Ignacio Vazquez-Garcia, Assistant Professor - Harvard Medical School 
and Massachusetts General Hospital, United States 
 
 

2:45 pm - 3:15 pm Selected Abstracts 
   Anna Salamero Boix, Postdoc - University of Basel, Switzerland 

Modulation of the adenosine signaling axis combined with radiotherapy 
facilitates anti-cancer immunity in brain metastasis 

 
Kiruthiga Raghunathan, PhD Candidate - Olivia Newton John Cancer 
Research Insitute, La Trobe University, Australia 
Innate Lymphoid Cells in Liver Metastasis of Gastric Cancer 

 
 
 
Session 4 - Signaling Pathways and Molecular Mechanisms of Metastasis 
3:15 pm - 4:00 pm Invited speaker 

Kaloyan Tsanov, Assistant Professor of Medicine and Ben May 
Department for Cancer Research - University of Chicago, United States 
The interplay between location, mutation and chromatin in metastatic 
tumors: The case of SMAD4 in pancreatic cancer 

 
 
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Selected Abstracts 

Amal Elhaw, PhD Candidate - University of Pittsburgh, United States 
RHOV is a Detachment-Responsive Rho GTPase Necessary for Ovarian 
Cancer Peritoneal Metastasis 



 
Islam E. Elkholi, Postdoc - Department of Oncology, McGill University; 
Montreal Clinical Research Institute, University of Montreal, Canada 
Targeting the Dependence on PIK3C3-mTORC1 Signaling in Dormancy-
Prone Breast Cancer Cells Blunts Metastasis Initiation 
 
Amulya Sreekumar, Research Associate - University of Pennsylvania, 
United States 
Residual Breast Cancer Cells Co-opt SOX5-driven Endochondral 
Ossification to Maintain Dormancy 
 

   Hayley Smith, PhD Candidate - University of Guelph, Canada 
ShcD adaptor protein drives invasion of triple-negative breast cancer cells 
by aberrant activation of EGFR signaling 

 
5:00 pm - 5:15 pm Break 
 
 
Panel Session 2 - Hot Topics in Metastasis Research 
5:15 pm - 6:15 pm Eishu Hirata, Group Leader at Cancer Research Institute of Kanazawa 

University, Japan 
Leah Cook, Senior Investigator, Cancer Innovation Laboratory, NIH, 
United States 
Bhupinder Pal, Group Leader, Cancer Single Cell Genomics Laboratory, 
Olivia Newton-John Cancer Research Institute, Australia 
Christine Chaffer, Group Leader and Director, Cancer Plasticity & 
Dormancy Program, Garvan Institute of Medical Research, Australia 

 
 
Closing Keynote 
6:15 pm - 7:15 pm Kamila Naxerova, Assistant Professor of Genetics - Harvard Medical 

School, United States 
 
7:15 pm  Closing remarks 
 


